FamilyFIRST – January 15th   

Purposeful Parenting - Ten Paternal Appeals

January 15 – Winter classes begin


January 15 – Mexico Well project Meeting at 12:15pm

January 20 – Night of Worship at 7pm
January 27-29 – Women’s Silent Retreat
January 29 – Baptism Service
January 29 – New Membership Class at 12:15pm

February 5 – Perspectives Missions Class Begins at 3pm
This Quarter (all notes are on the CFC Website under Ministries, Adult, FamilyFIRST):
January 22 – Listening and teaching wisdom
January 29 – Passing on a Godly legacy
February 5 – Wisdom about relationships
February 12 - To discipline or not to discipline
Overview of Proverbs
	Purpose of Proverbs 
	Proverbs to 
Youth 
	Proverbs of Solomon 
	Proverbs of Solomon 
	Words 
of 
Agur 
	Words 
of 
Lemuel 

	Purpose & Theme 
	Father’s Exhortations 
	First Collection of Solomon 
	Second Collection of Solomon 
	Numerical Proverbs 
	Wisdom for Leaders 
	Virtuous Wife 

	Prologue 
	Principles of Wisdom 
	Epilogue 

	1:1 – 1:7 
	1:8 – 9:18 
	10:1 – 24:34 
	25:1 – 29:27 
	30:1 - 33 
	31:1 - 31 


Wisdom

Knowledge of what is true or right coupled with just judgment as to action

Perhaps the most practical book in the OT because it teaches wisdom (skillful living) in multiple aspects of everyday life. In short pithy statements, maxims, and stories, Solomon and other contributors set forth about 900 proverbs – inspired precepts dealing with:

Wisdom & Folly

Pride & Humility

Justice & Vengeance


Laziness & Work
Poverty & Wealth

Friends & Neighbors


Love & Lust

Anger & Strife


Masters & Servants

Life & Death
Reading a proverb takes only a few seconds; application – a lifetime !!!

Ten Paternal Appeals
1. Choose Friends Wisely (1:8-19)
2. Wise Up (2:1-12)
3. Fear the Lord (3:1-12)
4. Walk Securely in Wisdom (3:21-35)
5. Make Wisdom a Tradition (4:1-9)
6. The Two Ways (4:10-19)
7. Maintain a Wise Heart (4:20-27)
8. Sexuality (5:1-23)
9. Adultery Leads to Ruin (6:20-35)
10. Stay Away from ……….. (7:1-27)
Bloom's Cognitive Taxonomy
· Knowledge

· Understanding

· Application

· Analysis

· Synthesis

· Evaluation

Proverbs 3:1-12 - Fear The Lord
· Six couplets each two verses long

· Themes of faithfulness (v3-4), trust (v5-6), fear (v7-8), honor (9-10), discipline (v11-12)

· Desires a firm commitment 

· Never (v3), all (v5,6), all (v9)

· Results (second part of couplets) – 

· Prolong your life many years, prosperity (v2, 10)

· Favor, good name in the sight of God and man (v4, 12)

· Make your paths straight (v6)

· Health (v8)

Proverbs 4:10-19 - The Two Ways

· Walk in the way of wisdom (v10-13)

· Listen, accept, guide, lead – be teachable

· Advantage – long life (v10), straight paths (v11), not encumbered (v12)

· Avoid the way of the wicked (v14-17)

· Why? It is addictive, robbed of sleep until they do evil (v16), violent (v17)

· Conclusion (v18-19)

· Light vs darkness

· Choice of wisdom is much better

What do we learn?

· What may seem attractive can be dangerous. 

· Wisdom is not something easily obtained by our children but it is worth more than anything else we can give.

· Our children need to be teachable. How? Come back next week!
· Use everyday tasks to convey wisdom (walking, sleeping, eating, drinking)

· Take responsibility to train your children; it won’t happen by accident, at school, or by observation.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding (Proverbs 9:10)
40 Lessons We Sought to Teach Our Children 

by Dennis and Barbara Rainey

I will never forget that incredible moment when our daughter Ashley was born. The doctor cleaned her up and handed her to us. I (Dennis) wanted to blurt out, “Thanks for the gift, but where are the instructions?” When we started out, we had a few ideas of what it meant to be a parent and raise children. Two years later we added a son and we realized that we had better become intentional about what we wanted to do as parents and teach our children.

As a result we began a list of 25 things we wanted to teach our children. Then it became 40, 50, and even more. (For your sake we’ve shortened the list back to the top 40.) Some of these lessons began during the first year for each of our six children, while others were emphasized later during childhood or adolescence. Today our children are adults and our role in their lives has changed. We have moved from being teachers to being cheerleaders and advisors, when asked.   

Raising children requires huge chunks of time, prayer, discipline, involvement, and relationship-building. This list of values and traits has helped us focus on biblical priorities in raising children to become mature adults of faith and godly character.  
1. Above all, fear God. 

2. Respecting authority—trust and obey your parents. 

3. The importance of friendships. 

4. Be in love with Christ and focus on your relationship with Him, not just on doctrine or on biblical principles. 

5. Have compassion for the poor and orphans. 

6. Believe God for too much rather than too little. 

7. Real strength is found in serving, not in being served. 

8. The power of moral purity and a clean conscience. 

9. How to motivate people without manipulating them. 

10. How to handle failure. 

11. Keeping your promises. 

12. The power of the tongue for good or evil. 

13. Giving too much rather than too little. 

14. The importance of manners and common courtesies. 

15. Viewing life through God’s agenda—the Great Commission and the Great Commandment. 

16. Give thanks to God in all things. 

17. The importance of prayer. 

18. The art of asking good questions, carrying on good conversation. 

19. How to grow as a Christian. 

20. How to handle temptation. 

21. By faith, trusting Christ as your Savior and Lord, and sharing with others how to become a Christian. 

22. Seeking wisdom—skill in everyday living. Knowing how to make good decisions. 

23. Gaining a sense of God’s direction and destiny for your life. 

24. Staying teachable and not becoming cynical. 

25. Obtaining godly counsel. 

26. The importance of flexibility and adaptability to cope in life. 

27. Truth is best passed on through relationships. 

28. Leaving a legacy of holiness. 

29. Keeping life manageable. Prioritizing decisions. 

30. Taming selfishness—learning you can’t always get your way. 

31. Choices are yours to make and results are yours to experience. 

32. Respecting the dignity of another person and of all people. 

33. Being faithful in the little things. 

34. Character is the basis of all leadership. 

35. Life isn’t fair—don’t compare with or be jealous of others. 

36. Living by commitments, not by feelings. 

37. Expressing grace and forgiveness. 

38. A strong work ethic. 

39. Surrendering to the authority of Christ. 

40. How to handle your finances. 

We should mention that, after number one, the items on this list are not presented in any order or priority. We realize the list may appear long and daunting. But we suspect that if you began a list of your own, you’d quickly find that it’s just as lengthy. 

That’s because parenting is a long and challenging task. Fortunately we have a God who gives us the strength to accomplish the tasks He lays before us (Philippians 4:13). We encourage you to lean on Him. No we didn’t perfectly teach each and every one of these 40 things, but it was a guide to remind us of what was important. But we never stopped training, teaching and cheering them on. As Galatians 6:9 tells us, “And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.”

Replace Whining With Gratitude in Your Children



Combing the day for things you’re thankful for can replace your old way of seeing the world.

By 
Janel Breitenstein
  

Does your family have a whiner? 

One of my children, who is 5 years old, has managed to bring whining to an art form. We could wander into Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory that happens to have a Wii, a Chuck E. Cheese, his friends, and his grandparents inside, but my son would have no problem finding something that was not quite up to his expectations.

Another mom asked me recently if we had a whining and ingratitude issue in our family like she does in hers. Uh, definitely. But to tell the truth, my second-born isn’t the only one in our family who has a problem with ungratefulness and complaining. Unfortunately, I have to wonder how much of it he’s caught from his mother. It’s not something you’d see unless maybe you lived with me. This is more of an x-ray issue. You’d see my problem if you saw my heart.

Recently I read a book titled, One Thousand Gifts, by Ann Voskamp. A mother of six, Ann found herself transformed by a challenge to list 1,000 things for which she’s thankful. So I pulled out a spiral notebook and got started writing my own list.

Here’s what I didn’t anticipate: Combing the day for things I’m thankful for is replacing my old way of seeing the world. It turns my eyes from all the things that aren’t going my way—or even from the discouragement of legitimate problems—and onto the gifts God keeps piling up, just dumping them in stacks and stacks into my life. In essence, it helps me choose joy. Refusing to complain is a good discipline for my mouth. But to transform my heart, God actually replaced my complaining by helping me see His goodness and worship Him for it.

As I thought about cultivating the ground for the gratitude God wants to grow in my kids’ hearts, I was grateful for some of Ann’s suggestions. As part of your daily routine, she suggests, cover a window one sticky note at a time with things for which your kids are thankful. We covered a huge picture in the kitchen; the non-writers got help or drew pictures. 

Another of Ann’s suggestions was to help children start thankfulness journals of their own. We started one at the beginning of the new school year. I have talked my 7-year-old down from his initial well-intended goal of 1 billion items, and he is now going for 100 items for which he’s grateful.

On that note, here are a few other ideas to help replace whining with thankfulness. 

· When your child begins the whining wind-up, talk about his or her heart: “Right now, I think you’re being tempted to focus on what you want. I need you to take your focus off your circumstances and desires. I want you to choose to focus on how big God is and the blessings He’s giving you right now, this instant. Can you stop and think of three good things He’s giving you right now? Then I’ll hear what you have to say in a calm voice to me.” 

· Talk out loud and frequently about things for which you’re thankful—big and small. 

· Be consistent with a zero-tolerance policy on whining. Make the consequences known, and follow through swiftly when your child complains. 

· Let your kids see you thanking waitresses, cleaning staff, Sunday school teachers, and “unseen” helpers. Prompt them quietly to thank people who serve them. Make thank-you notes a normal project in your home, and include people like pastors and your children’s ministry leaders. 

· Do not, I repeat, do not give your child anything they ask for in a whining voice. Author Ginger Plowman allows her children to come back two minutes after whining and offer the request again, the polite way. 

· I follow a tip I learned from my aunt; I try not to pick up my children until they quit whining (which is different from crying). Otherwise, I might be teaching them that they can get picked up if they whine. Instead, this reinforces self-control and self-soothing. 

· When you’re driving, set a thankfulness challenge. See if together you can think of 50 things to be thankful for before you get to swimming lessons or 25 things before you get to the library. 

· Expose your kids to the realities of life in other areas of the world. Sites like www.questforcompassion.com are great for giving kids a window outside of the wealthy bubble of our culture. You can also request their free magazine for kids and receive their prayer calendar every month. 

· Read some books together on thankfulness, like Barbara Rainey’s Growing Together in Gratitude. Talk specifically with your kids about how this relates to whining and complaining. Read picture books that talk about kids dealing with poverty and how we can respond with generosity. Pray for the real kids living in those realities, and thank God for the comforts you enjoy. 

· Memorize some Scriptures together about gratitude (small rewards may help). Some to start with: Psalm 16:5–11, Psalm 100, and 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18. 
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