FamilyFIRST – January 22nd    

Purposeful Parenting – Teachable Children

January 20 – Night of Worship at 7pm
January 27-29 – Women’s Silent Retreat
January 29 – Baptism Service
January 29 – New Membership Class at 12:15pm

February 5 – Perspectives Missions Class Begins at 3pm
February 19 – Mexico Well project Meeting at 12:15pm

This Quarter (all notes are on the CFC Website under Ministries, Adult, FamilyFIRST):
January 29 – To discipline or not to discipline 
February 5 – Wisdom about relationships
February 12 - Passing on a Godly legacy
Wisdom

Knowledge of what is true or right coupled with just judgment as to action

Verses on Wisdom and Foolishness

Proverbs 10:1 - The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother.

Proverbs 13:1 - A wise son heeds his father's instruction, but a mocker does not listen to rebuke.

Proverbs 15:20 - A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man despises his mother.

Proverbs 17:21 - To have a fool for a son brings grief; there is no joy for the father of a fool.

Proverbs 17:25 - A foolish son brings grief to his father and bitterness to the one who bore him.

Proverbs 19:13 - A foolish son is his father's ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping.

Proverbs 19:26-27 - He who robs his father and drives out his mother is a son who brings shame and disgrace. Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge.

Proverbs 23:15 - My son, if your heart is wise, then my heart will be glad;
Proverbs 23:19 - Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.

Proverbs 23:22-27  
Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.

Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding.

The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.

May your father and mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice!

My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways, for a prostitute is a deep pit and a wayward wife is a narrow well.

Proverbs 24:13-14 - Eat honey, my son, for it is good; honey from the comb is sweet to your taste.  Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, there is a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.

Proverbs 24:21-22 - Fear the LORD and the king, my son, and do not join with the rebellious, for those two will send sudden destruction upon them, and who knows what calamities they can bring?

Proverbs 27:11 - Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart; then I can answer anyone who treats me with contempt.
Proverbs 29:3 - A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.

A Foolish Son

A Wise Son
1. Brings joy to the family (10:1) 

2. Listens intently to his parents (13:1) 

3. Obeys what his parents tell him (19:27) 

4. His heart is kept right (23:15) 

5. Eager to learn (and hoard) truth (23:23) 

6. Disciplined (23:23) 

7. Eyes are trained to look at good things (23:26) 

8. Preserves the family’s values and inheritance (24:13-14) 

9. Watches his tongue (27:11) 

10. Not trapped by the world’s vices (addictions, consumerism, etc.) (29:3) 

Proverbs 23:22-27
Dealing with the Heart (23:15, 19)
· Proverbs 22:15 - Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.
· From Proverbs 22:17 through 24:22, there are thirty discrete teachings that deal with imparting wisdom.  
· In Proverbs 23:15 and 19, the microscope is turned to the heart.

· Proverbs 4:23 - Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life 
· We need to be more concerned with what comes out of the mouth, then what goes into it.  What comes out of the mouth is what is from the overflow of the heart (see Matthew 15:17-20).
· Here in Proverbs 23, a connection between moral health and his psychological well-being is made – if the heart is good, then there is no need for learning difficult lessons the hard way. 
· In verse 19, the word keep or direct your heart, means there has to be discipline involved.  Wisdom takes work!
What do we learn?

· It’s not all on the parent whether a child will be foolish or wise.  The Bible teaches there are three factors that determine how a child turns out (Fitzpatrick and Newheiser, When Good Kids Make Bad Choices):
· Parents are responsible to humbly honor the Lord and faithfully obey His Word in training their children.  

· Children are responsible to humbly honor their parents and the Lord by responding in faithful obedience. 

· The Lord is ruling sovereignly over the lives of both parents and children, directing them according to His good purposes. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding (Proverbs 9:10)
Reaching Your Teen When He Is Unteachable


As you face some of life’s most challenging issues with your child, do not forget that love ultimately changes a person’s life. 


by Dennis and Barbara Rainey
With issues like attitudes, you need to become an astute observer and interpreter of your child’s heart and actions. So much of good parenting takes place when you’re in the hanging-around mode—on duty, ready to participate creatively and positively in the shaping of your child by listening, asking a question, giving a hug, offering an observation, or lending a hand. 

But what if your child is giving you a “lip whip” and every word that falls from his tongue seems coated with battery acid? Nothing you say or do—even how you look—qualifies you for membership in the human race. Our suggestion is to wait for natural opportunities to let your child know of the possible consequences. Let’s say that, about the time you are enduring verbal humiliation, he mentions that he wants to go to the football game tomorrow night and that “you’ll need to drive me there—the game starts at 7:00 p.m.” 

Try this kind of response: “Your selfish, disrespectful attitude—the way you have been talking to me—is not acceptable. You want to go to the football game and want me to take you? Before I can do that, you need to demonstrate that you are worthy to be trusted. You need to deal with your arrogant attitude. You need to show me that you are teachable, that you are listening respectfully to me.” 

Dealing with outright, flagrant rebellion is more difficult. From time to time, we have felt like one of our children was bordering on becoming an in-house prodigal—still home, but in total rebellion against God and us. Pray diligently and keep loving your child, no matter what. Most likely your child feels terribly unlovable, and he desperately needs to be loved. 

One of the ultimate dangers of stiff-necked arrogance and selfishness allowed to run full course is isolation. Some friends of ours are still working through the ramifications of a child who chose to withdraw into her own world. The parents, Bill and Jenna, noticed when their daughter, Theresa, entered the sixth grade that she was walling herself off from people. Theresa holed up in her room for hours and became increasingly self-centered. She became preoccupied with listening to music, writing letters, and organizing her room. 

Realizing that their daughter was sliding farther and farther away from them, Bill and Jenna prayed and fasted for her one day a week. In addition, Bill purposefully pursued a relationship with her by taking her on dates, playing games with her, and hanging out in her room. Many of these efforts were met with outright rejection. Theresa bristled when Bill tried to hug her, and she even turned away from him when he tried to kiss her good night. 

Theresa was gripped by a selfish heart, an attitude that said, “I don’t need you. I don’t need anybody.” She didn’t share her clothes with her sister. She fought constantly with her brother. She didn’t accept loving discipline or correction from her parents. Her heart remained cold for most of her early teenage years. But Bill and Jenna never quit loving Theresa. When she didn’t believe in herself, they believed in her. When she ignored rules, they loved her enough to discipline her. When she rebelled even more, they took her in their arms and loved her. Once at 3:00 a.m. they bailed her out of jail for driving while intoxicated. Still, Bill and Jenna lovingly pointed out to Theresa that her rebellion was not just against her parents, but also against God. Theresa is now 20 and is just beginning to realize how pride and rebellion have clutched her in their jaws. Ever so slowly her heart is thawing. God is using the magnetic power of true love to soften her hardened heart. 

It’s at times like this that we feel like we are in a spiritual tug of war for our child’s soul and life. This is not the time to let go of the rope; it is the time to ask God for victory on your child’s behalf.  Having four teenagers while writing about raising adolescents has some advantages. Recently we were having a nice chat with one of our teens about an issue that demanded teachability and humility. The conversation was sprinkled with statements by our teen saying, “I know. I know. I know. I’ve heard your lecture already. I know what you’re going to say before you say it.” This teen was exasperated and unteachable. It wasn’t the first time. 

Finally, we asked, “Are you going to be teachable? Are you willing to learn and grow? Or are you going to keep resisting the truth and thereby delay your maturity?” Then we reminded our child of something we say quite frequently: “Nothing bad that you do can cause us to love you less, and nothing good that you do can cause us to love you more.”  The result was a deeper conversation in which our child’s defensive guard began to drop, and we once again challenged this young person to take another step toward adulthood and maturity.  As you face some of life’s most challenging issues with your child, do not forget that love ultimately changes a person’s life. Your love may be used by God to soften a teen’s heart that would otherwise grow hard. 

http://www.familylife.com/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=dnJHKLNnFoG&b=3781453&ct=4639925
A List of Scriptures from the Book of Proverbs to Teach Your Children



This book of the Bible is a good starting place for parents to teach scripture.
 by Rob Flood
Many moms and dads want to start teaching their children the Bible. Yet, those same parents sometimes get paralyzed and never take their first step. The reason is simple … they just don't know where to start. 

Here is one place you could start. The Book of Proverbs is replete with wisdom for life and parenting. The selected verses below are good for your whole family to learn together. They can become the centerpiece of your kitchen table discussions and a tour guide for difficult conversations. 

The Book of Proverbs is arguably the most practical book in the entire Bible. So as you search for a place to start in the teaching and instruction of your children, why not start in a place that will make immediate impact? And that impact is not limited to your children … it will happen in mom and dad, too. 
Pride/humility 

1. Proverbs 16:18 - Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling. 

2. Proverbs 3:5-8 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones. 

It is essential for children to learn of their dependence upon God. Starting while they are young will help for when the get older. However, it is never too late to start infusing them with truth. James 4:6 tell us, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Consider the magnitude of this truth. If we allow pride to take up residence in our children, we are poising them to be opposed by God. Grace comes to the humble, and humility only comes when we overcome the lie of self-sufficiency.  Proverbs 16:18 and 3:5-8 can be a great starting point for your children, and your family, to understand the problem with pride. With each small step they take toward humility, they move one small step from positioning themselves against God. This is always good. 
The fear of the Lord 

3. Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

4. Proverbs 14:27 - The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death. 

Though the fear of the Lord is not very popular, it is very necessary. The two verses above are just a small, small sampling of the Scriptures that speak directly to the importance of fearing God. Once we are aware of our dependency upon Him, we become aware of His power and sway over our lives. This cultivates a healthy fear. And that fear is the very starting point of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding (see Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10). 

It is much better for your children to fear the Lord than it is for them to fear you. He is infallible … you are not. He is all-powerful … you are not. He is sovereign … you are not. And, most practically, He is omnipresent … you are not. 
Avoiding the fear of man 

5. Proverbs 29:25 - The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 

Peer pressure is not unique to adolescents. It is everywhere. It is peer pressure that causes children to chaff against their parents: "I don't want my friend to think I'm weak and cooperative." It causes one sibling to leave another out: "This game is just for the big kids … not for you." The Bible has a term for what we now call "peer pressure" … it is "fear of man." This does not only mean that you are afraid of a playground bully or a nasty neighbor. It means that you fear the opinion of another, and that fear controls you. It is important to note that, nearly everywhere you find "fear of man" in the Bible, you will find "fear of God" or "trust in God" right alongside it. These two "fears" are in conflict with one another and cannot reside peacefully together. If we are to be successful in cultivating a healthy fear of God in our families and with our children, we must at the same time train ourselves away from the fear of man. Learning and memorizing this proverb will benefit your family now and throughout your lives. 
Receiving Instruction/Criticism/Wisdom from Others 

6. Proverbs 12:15 - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 

7. Proverbs 15:32 - He who neglects discipline despises himself, but he who listens to reproof acquires understanding. 

Through the church, God calls us into relationships with others. These relationships are not optional … they are essential. So, too, is learning to receive what God wants to say to us through these relationships. This is no less true of an 8-year-old than it is of a 48-year-old. We all need wisdom, and God often chooses to give it through the mouth of a wise counselor. We not only need to learn of the limited wisdom that we ourselves possess. We also need to learn of the importance of being surrounded by wise people. It is good to consider the advice of others. It is better if those others are wise and not foolish advisors. Children, from toddlers to teenagers, resist depending on the wisdom of others. There is a good reason for that. They are people … just like us. This tendency is not limited to children … it covers us all. So, committing these passages to our memories can go a long way to preparing our hearts to accept counsel … wise counsel. 
When life gets hard 

8. Proverbs 18:10 - The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe. 

It's difficult for children to understand hardships in life. Even when our children are teenagers, life gets very confusing when it's less than perfect. Do you recall the overwhelming sentiment that swept across the nation on 9/11? Why would God allow something like this? The truth is that God does not always provide answers for why we experience hardships. That does not mean, however, that God does not provide help. Even in the midst of our confusion and lack of understanding, God provides a refuge for us in times of trouble. Not every difficulty will hit your children when you are around. They need to know where to run when life gets hard on their own. They need to learn, like you do, that God is always present and always available for the righteous. And, in the midst of confusion, we sometimes need something more than understanding; we sometimes need safety. We need a safe place to be confused, hurt, or broken. In reply, God says, "Come to me." 
When God and I disagree 

9. Proverbs 21:3 - To do righteousness and justice is desired by the LORD more than sacrifice. 

God does not make light of our heartfelt sentiment. However, He does not make it His most prized goal. In more than just this verse, God let's us know that He desires our obedience. Not because we earn something by it, but because when we obey, we acknowledge with our actions that His wisdom is supreme … not ours. God does delight in sacrifice. He delights in our service, in our passionate worship, in our love for Him. However, true love for God does not express itself in disobedience. So, even more than our sacrifices, God desires for us to do righteousness and justice. 

When they are young, children have an opportunity to practice this proverb under their parents' authority. As they grow, that authority passes ultimately to its only deserving object—God Himself. Then as adults, and even as parents, we have a chance to model this verse for our children. 
Most important of all 

10. Proverbs 4:23 - Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 

We desire for the springs of life to flow freely from the hearts of our children, our spouse, even ourselves. However, a neglected heart is full of dams and dikes, redirecting and blocking the otherwise free-flowing springs of life. Where have these obstacles come from? They come from the sin we tolerate … from the wrong things we let in … from the good things we refuse to let in. Ultimately, they come from neglecting to watch over our hearts with all diligence. In the lives of our young children, they often come from neglecting to diligently watch over their hearts. The truth behind this proverb will begin to equip everyone in your family to guard over their hearts. It will stand as a sentry when you can't be with your children. It will stand as a reminder when you fail to be as aware as you ought. God can, and will, use this verse to prompt proper thinking and pure decision-making in your life … and the lives of your family. 
A great beginning 

Once you've committed these to memory as a family, celebrate together. It is a great feat to set aside the time that is necessary to do this … and then a greater one to actually do it. However, don't stop there. The Word of God is full of wisdom for both life and godliness. Find other proverbs, move to some of the psalms, or consider the gospels or other books from the New Testament. Regardless of where you go in the Scriptures, the key is to keep on going. God will make good on this promise: For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so will My Word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11).
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