FamilyFIRST – February 12th    

Purposeful Parenting – Obedience and Honor

February 19 – Mexico Well project Meeting at 12:15pm

February 24-26 – Weekend to Remember in Hershey; sign up at www.familylife.com/groups/cfcdowningtown
February 26 – New Membership Class at 12:15pm
March 4 3-5pm – The movie Courageous will be showing at CFC
March 23-24 – Marriage Seminar with John Trent at Christ Community

March 30 6pm – Breakin’ the Blues Comedy and Jazz Night here at CFC

April 13-14 – Inside Out Conference

Upcoming (all notes are on the CFC Website under Ministries, Adult, FamilyFIRST):
February 19 – Building a Strong Family

February 26 – Building a Strong Marriage

March 11 – Powerful Family Prayer series begins

Valentine’s Day Quiz
1. Who was St. Valentine? a) A member of the Roman Senate; b) An emperor of Rome; c) A priest; d) A soldier

2. The emperor outlawed marriage for young men in hopes of building a stronger military base.  What did Valentine do about it? a) He chose to marry young couples secretly; b) he left the military to get married; c) He remained single all his life; d) He sent the emperor a “valentine” card
3. Who sent the oldest known Valentine around 1415? A) Nicholas, czar of Russia; b) Charles, Duke of Orleans; c) Napoleon, Emperor of Orleans; d) Bill, local carpenter 

4. Who is Cupid? a) In Roman mythology, he is the son of Venus; b) In Greek mythology, he is the child of love; c) In Norse mythology, he is a winged child of Zeus; d) In Roman mythology, he is the king of other gods and goddesses.

5. Who created the first mass-produced box of Valentine’s Day candy? a) Richard Cadbury, 1868; b) Milton Hershey, 1910; c) Martha and Melvin Mars, 1945; d) Phil Snickers, 1880.

6. Who sold the first mass-produced valentines in the United States? A) Edith Hundy; b) Esther Howland; c) Julia Chauncy; d) Mary Joy

7. When did Valentine’s Day become associated with romance? A) when Chaucer wrote about love birds in the middle ages; b) When President Theodore Roosevelt declared it a holiday; c) When a small village outside of Paris, France started it; d) When Hollywood started to make romantic comedies

8. How many roses are sold on Valentine’s Day? a) 30 million; b) 55 million; c) 75 million; d) 110 million

9. How many Valentine’s Day cards are sold each year? a) 50 million; b) 500 million; c) 1 billion; d) Who can say?

10. What is the percentage of total valentines purchased by women? A) 40%; b) 50%; c) 75%; d) 85%
Overview
Our goal as parents as we see it through the lens of Proverbs is to teach to the heart.  Wisdom comes from knowing the Lord in our hearts (4:23).  Discipline is not based on behavior but on the motives of the heart.  Today we will look at the heart in relation to work and obedience.  These also are heart issues.
Obedience/Honor

Proverbs 20:20 - If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.

Proverbs 31:28-29 - Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all."

Ephesians 6:1-3 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."

Questions: What does it mean to give honor?  How should children honor their parents? Is there a difference between honor, respect, and obedience?  How do we obey/honor God?

Honor - Esteem due or paid to worth; high estimation; respect; consideration; reverence; veneration; manifestation of respect or reverence (Webster’s 1913 Dictionary).
Respect - Greek phobos - to fear; Honor - Greek timae - worth, value
“Honor is the feedback of effective parenting” (Chapman, Five Signs of a Functional Family)

A child needs to recognize the value of parents – to see sacrificial love in action and to be responsible people in the community.  It most commonly is learned through observation.  

How do we honor God?

· Spend time with Him

· Through our actions

· Model Jesus in our thoughts 

· Tell others about what God has done for us

· Love Him and those He loves

· Give Him respect (in worship, in time, in sacrifice)

Difference between Honor and Obedience (from Say Goodbye to Whining, Complaining, and Bad Attitudes … in you and your kids, by Scott Turansky and Joanne Miller)

· Honor treats people as special, doing more than what’s expected, and having a good attitude (25)

· Obedience is doing what someone says, right away, without being reminded (26)

· Obedience learns to do a task without being reminded.  They learn to report back, do work they would rather not do, follow directions, and complete a job without being watched.  They learn responsibility, a willingness to serve, and faithfulness to do a good job (26).  

· Honor is having a good attitude, seeing what needs to be done and doing it without being asked, encouraging others, and contributing to a nurturing atmosphere.
· Obedience does not have to hinge on understanding why (33)

· Honor thinks of what would please someone else and gives more than is expected.  It is putting someone else’s needs above your own.  It values others in tangible ways (10).

· Obedience does things well.  Honor does them beautifully. (50) Honor makes obedience easier (40).

Ways to give honor for our kids – it starts with us!
· Demonstrate honor to your parents 

· Speak kindly of your spouse; brag about them in front of the kids

· Praise them for working, doing a project, cooking 
· if divorced, don’t drag the kids into the negativity 

· Use manners – please, thank you.

· Words of appreciation – “That meal was great”, “thanks for coming to the game”, writing letters

· Give gifts with letters of encouragement to others
· How you invest your life is a reflection of honoring your parents.
Six Ways to Teach Honor to Children (from Say Goodbye to Whining ... by Turansky and Miller, 45-60)
1) Teach children to treat people as special

2) Teach children to do more than what's expected

3) Deal with a bad attitude

4) Create honor lessons in life - small gifts of cooperation, appreciation, and encouragement

5) Model it

6) Appeal to the conscience 
Bottom Line: As parents, we have the major responsibility to teach our children about obedience and honor.  Obedience can be forced, but honor never is.  It is an issue of the heart.  It takes a strong commitment to our children to model, and at times demand, obedience so that ultimately they know how to honor God and others effectively.

 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. (Deuteronomy 5:16)
Does Good Parenting Guarantee Good Kids?


There are no foolproof methods of parenting, because there are no perfect parents. 

by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jim Newheiser
  
There are some families who just exude sweetness and light, aren't there? These families walk into church with smiling faces, neatly dressed, and on time. The children are polite, respectful, and articulate with adults. Those of us who struggle with our children can be tempted to feel guilty, condemned, and incompetent in the presence of such success. When we see families like these, we wonder what they're doing right and we're doing wrong. We wonder what books they've read or what seminars they've attended. In fact, if you ask these parents the secret of their success, they'll usually tell you that if you would just follow the right formula (the one they follow), your kids would be just like theirs. 

Are there "right" parenting formulas that guarantee you'll have godly children? For instance, some parents prefer a particular method of discipline. Others insist that a certain type of education is the key, while still others promote a particular curriculum that is guaranteed to instill godly character into children. These parents all believe that by carefully following a prescribed system, they will be assured of success. But are there really any failsafe methods of child-rearing? Does the Bible prescribe specific methods of parenting that promise success every time? The biblical answer to this question is No, there are no foolproof methods of parenting. That's because there are other factors at work in our children's lives, and because none of us ever perfectly parents our children. 

What we need to realize is that there are no promises that God will always and in every case save our children, no matter how diligent we are in directing them to the Lord we love. Take a moment now to breathe in the freedom and peace this truth brings you. Perhaps you have trained up your children in the way that they should go, and yet they're departing from it. Don't automatically assume that their rebellion is your fault. Consider instead the fact that the Bible teaches there are three factors, not just one, that determine how a child turns out: 

· Parents are responsible to humbly honor the Lord and faithfully obey His Word in training their children.  

· Children are responsible to humbly honor their parents and the Lord by responding in faithful obedience. 

· The Lord is ruling sovereignly over the lives of both parents and children, directing them according to His good purposes. 

 Parents Are Responsible to Humbly Honor and Obey 

Although it is true that God doesn't absolutely guarantee success in response to our faithful parenting, the Bible does make it very clear that parents are responsible to train their children according to God's principles. We are to diligently discipline our kids in the hope that God will work through our discipline and nurture to draw our children to Himself, as these Proverbs teach: 

Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart (Proverbs 29:17). Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol (Proverbs 23:13-14).
We parents have an awesome responsibility, don't we? In fact, these verses make it clear that our parenting is so important it's a matter of life and death. The Lord encourages us to train our children because we might be the very means He will use to rescue our children from destruction and protect them from the foolishness that resides in their hearts. 

Children Are Responsible for Their Decisions 

Godly parenting does not guarantee great kids because children make choices that are outside of our ability to control. Children are not merely robots or computers, but are human beings, created in the image of God with a heart and a soul. They can choose to follow or reject our ways because God created them with the ability to do so. 

When our children were very young, we might have enjoyed the illusion of control. We were so much bigger, stronger, and smarter than they were that perhaps we foolishly thought that we could, with enough effort, compel them to follow our ways. But as they got older, they began to think for themselves and question whether or not they would embrace our choices. Then they gained more freedom and their sphere of relationships grew while our influence over them diminished. Although we were able to exercise some authority over their behavior when they were young, the truth is that their hearts have always been outside of our control. 

The entire book of Proverbs is an appeal to a child to choose wisdom over folly. Even though the parent is telling him exactly what he needs to know (and doing so perfectly!), the child still must choose to respond in humble obedience. Having a wise father does not guarantee a wise son or daughter because a child can choose to reject the ways of wisdom and live foolishly. In Proverbs, wisdom and folly are portrayed as women who are trying to entice a young man to eat at their respective banquets (see Proverbs 9). The young person must choose where he will dine. His parent can counsel him but can't force him to dine at Wisdom's Table. And although he is young, his choices are very important. In fact, his reputation is based on his decisions, as Proverbs 20:11 teaches: "Even a child makes himself known by his acts, by whether his conduct is pure and upright." 

At whose table do your children usually dine? If you've been faithful to tell them about the delight of feasting with Wisdom, then their choice to eat the harmful fast food Folly offers is just that—their choice. Where they choose to dine has more to do with what they are hungry for than with how you've described what's on the menu. It's all about their choice. 

The Lord Is Ruling Sovereignly 

From the standpoint of human responsibility, both parents and children make choices for which we are held accountable. Ultimately, however, we must rely on God to do, in our lives and in the lives of our children, what we are unable to do for ourselves. Psalm 127:1 says, "Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain." 

You know, the Lord has to pour out just as much grace to save a child from a believing family as He does to save one from a more worldly environment! We parents need to embrace this humbling (yet liberating) truth: We are not in control of our children's destiny. We are powerless to create faith in our children's hearts. While we can encourage our children to hunger for Wisdom's Feast, we cannot make that choice for them. Only the sovereign Lord can change our children's hearts, and that's because, as dear as they are to us, our children are sinners by nature. 

Biblically Speaking, There Are No "Good" Kids 

We may assume that our children are good because they aren't in serious trouble and they are reasonably compliant, but such an assessment is based on outward behavior and not the inner heart. We have to be very careful about saying, "My child may have made mistakes, but he really is a good boy." As much as we might want to believe that, we need to realize that ultimately, the question of "goodness" doesn't have to do with what we perceive or think, but whether our child truly has received Christ as his Savior. 

The Bible teaches that children are not good by nature; they are not a "blank slate" upon which we can write our values; they are not inherently innocent, nor are they genetically predisposed to be good. In fact, the Bible teaches that they are genetically predisposed to be bad because every child is born with original sin and a rebellious nature. This is the picture the Bible paints of our kids (and of us!): 

…the intention of a man's heart is evil from his youth (Genesis 8:21). 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me (Psalm 51:5). ...
as it is written: None is righteous, no not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one (Romans 3:10-12).
These verses might seem hard for us to reconcile with our experience when we gaze upon our little darlings and see their halting attempts to obey us. Unbelieving children may be sweet and compliant on the surface because they've learned that compliance is in their best interest and they don't want to face the consequences of disobedience. This outward self-righteousness falls far short of true heart goodness (or righteousness) as defined in Scripture. True goodness is rooted in love for God and is motivated by a faithful desire to please and glorify Him (Colossians 3:17 and 1 Corinthians 10:31). Fear of consequences will not keep children from making sinful choices when they think that the consequences can be avoided, and as they grow older, their true nature will come out. Until God renews the heart, every child is dead in sin and unable to please Him. 

There Is Only One Perfect Parent 

Often, when our kids rebel, we're tempted to become angry with God. We are tempted to seek to remind Him of our efforts, our sacrifices, our godly focus. We don't think that it's fair that our children are turning away from the Lord, especially when we compare our efforts to those of others who don't seem to be having any problems and who never really stood for the Lord the way we did. We think we deserve better. The fact is, however, that none of us "deserve" godly kids, because none of us have the power to change their hearts. None of us have been perfectly consistent in loving and disciplining them. And, like us, they are saved by God's grace alone. Only God can change your children, for salvation—and the transformation that results—is of the Lord. 

This article was adapted from When Good Kids Make Bad Choices by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jim Newheiser with Dr. Laura Hendrickson. Copyright © 2005 by Elyse Fitzpatrick, Jim Newheiser, and Dr. Laura Hendrickson. Published by Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, OR. Used by Permission. 
http://www.familylife.com/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=dnJHKLNnFoG&b=6196501&ct=8991473

Answers: 

1) C  - Legend has it that Valentine was a priest who served during third century Rome.
2) A - There was an Emperor at that time by the name of Claudius II. Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those that were married. With this thought in mind he outlawed marriage for young men in hopes of building a stronger military base. Supposedly, Valentine, decided this decree just wasn't fair and chose to marry young couples secretly. When Emperor Claudius II found out about Valentine's actions he had him put to death.
3) B - The oldest known valentine still in existence today was a poem written in 1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of London following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. (The greeting is now part of the manuscript collection of the British Library in London, England.) Several years later, it is believed that King Henry V hired a writer named John Lydgate to compose a valentine note to Catherine of Valois

4) A – In Roman mythology, he is the god of desire, affection, and erotic love.  His Greek counterpart is Eros

5) A – It was first invented by none other than Richard Cadbury (a familiar name, huh?). He was the son of John Cadbury, the founder of Cadbury’s cocoa and chocolate company.

6) B - Americans probably began exchanging hand-made valentines in the early 1700s. In the 1840s, Esther A. Howland began selling the first mass-produced valentines in America. Howland, known as the “Mother of the Valentine,” made elaborate creations with real lace, ribbons and colorful pictures known as "scrap."

7) A - Chaucer states, in Parliament of Fowls, that his assembly of birds occurred:  "on seynt Volantynys day When euery byrd comyth there to chese his make" and he makes clear that Nature summons them each year on that day for that purpose.  At the conclusion his birds also address the saint in heaven, "Saynt Valentyn, that art ful hy on-lofte," professing to sing for his sake.

8) D – 110 million roses
9) C – 1 billion; it is the second largest card-sending holiday of the year (Christmas is 2.6 million cards) 
10) D – Women purchase 85% of all valentines.
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