Why CFC is partnering with WorldVision
Our Mission statement is “To Love God, Love People, Life Change”. Another way of saying this is “if we Love God, we will Love People, resulting in Changed Lives, both yours and the ones that are loved.” Loving God and Loving People comes directly out of the Gospels in Matthew, Mark and Luke as the first and second greatest commandments. James gives clear illustration that our faith must work together with our deeds and to demonstrate God’s love for a hurting world. Matthew 25:31-46 provides another clear text of living out our faith so naturally that we care for others as a normal course of our life. As the scripture is so clear on these points we want to provide tangible ways to live this out at CFC.
This partnership with WorldVision was born out of a grass roots effort to live out Loving People by specifically caring for orphans. As the Orphan Care ministry pursued raising awareness of orphans the global needs of children became so apparent that we were burdened that we must respond as a church; 
> 25,000 children die each day of preventable causes related to poverty, 6,000 children are orphaned each day due just to AIDS.  Studies from the World Health Organization, UNICEF, USAID all state the best way to care for orphans, due to the complex issues of poverty, is to care for the community so the children at risk do not become orphans. The issue of poverty is multi-faceted involving providing clean water, health care, food, education and economic opportunity. Most importantly to be able to share Christ with people who are living in poverty we first need to love them and take care of their physical needs. That is what Christ did He took care of their whole needs both physical and spiritual. 
At the same time our Missions committee was considering how we could mobilize the entire body at CFC in missions. How could CFC respond in a more significant way in the areas that God had already brought us into relationship and was working? Senegal was the primary area of interest as many of you know we have invested in Senegal over the last 6 years through short term trips, sponsoring Mission Inter Senegal (MIS) and recently commissioning Laurie Fenicle from CFC who is serving with Crossworld in Senegal. Senegal is 95% Muslim but is a country that is open to the Gospel. However it is a country deeply impacted by poverty, unemployment, poor healthcare, malnutrition and low adult literacy rate … 56% of the people live on less then $2 a day and Malaria is widespread and responsible for 28% of child deaths.
We went through a process of evaluating different Christian organizations that we could partner with. We had specific criteria addressing the organizations Christian witness, how they addressed the complex needs of poverty in a holistic way, caring for orphans and children at risk, financial accountability and the ability to move a community to being self sufficient and sustainable in taking care of themselves. WorldVision was clearly the organization that came out on top with their experience, complete approach to personal and community development for creating sustainability, highest percentage of funds going directly to the work and Christian witness.
We began to work with WorldVision to see how we could partner with them with a specific interest in Senegal. WorldVision and MIS are already working together in Senegal. World Vision first spends time in the community assessing what needs to be done and developing what is called an Area Development Plan or ADP. An ADP is funded through child sponsorship where individuals sponsor children on a monthly basis and the funds are pooled for an area with other gifts in kind. An ADP lasts for a specific time, typically 12 to 18 years until an area is self sustaining. World Vision has several existing ADPs in Senegal that are open with a few years remaining and approximately 600 children that require sponsorship. 

By CFC sponsoring these 600 children, in these open ADPs, we would make a short term commitment to help complete these ADPs over the next few years. Most likely World Vision will also open a new ADP in Senegal with over a 1000 children available for sponsorship in the next couple of years. Both World Vision and MIS use local Senegalese Christians to come along side these villages and equip them, provide access to clean water, improved nutrition, health care, education, vocational training and plant churches, creating lasting change that strengthens the entire community in which the children live.
